Outpatient Department

The outpatient department functions as planned during the FY. It opens from Monday to Saturday at 8.00am to approximately 2.30pm depending on the seasonal variations of attendances and closes when the last patient is seen. The department is headed by an Enrolled Nurse with the support of   1 E/N, 1 Nursing Assistant, two Nursing Aides and a Dispensing orderly. There are 2 vaccinators and a TB focal person allocated to PHC section of OPD. Amongst the staff a triage nurse is chosen, on rotation basis to organize the flow of patients. In the first half of the FY patients in OPD were attended to by the Clinical Officers as well as regularly visited by medical officers.. From the second half to the end of the FY MOs covered OPD less regularly due M/O gap. However under circumstances when an MO is not available, difficult cases are referred to the wards

Table 17: Trend in OPD Attendance by age group; and gender 2007 – 2008

	
	
	
	03-04
	04-05
	05-06
	06-07
	07-08
	08-09

	FEMALE
	New Attendance
	0-4 yrs
	Not disaggregated by gender
	5,112
	3,806
	3,155
	3,981
	3660

	
	
	5yrs & Over
	
	5,216
	5,432
	6,220
	7,772
	8,491

	
	Reattendance
	0-4 yrs
	
	3,854
	2,275
	1,060
	861
	479

	
	
	5 yrs & Over
	
	1,997
	4,326
	3,806
	3,258
	2672

	MALE
	New Attendance
	0-4 yrs
	Not disaggregated by gender
	4,183
	4,467
	3,628
	4,788
	4188

	
	
	5 yrs & Over
	
	4,627
	3,367
	3,965
	5,048
	5,323

	
	Reattendance
	0-4 yrs
	
	3,284
	2,300
	1,243
	1,414
	570

	
	
	5 yrs & Over
	
	2,758
	3,106
	3,091
	2,819
	1889

	TOTAL
	
	31,908
	31,031
	29,079
	26,168
	29,941
	27,270
	


Trends in OPD Attendance over the Last 6 years
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Table 18: Top 10 List of OPD diagnoses

	Disease
	04-05
	05-06
	06-07
	07-08
	08-09

	1. Malaria
	34
	32.8
	29.5
	33.7
	39

	2. Respiratory Tract Infection (Non Pneumonia)
	18
	16
	17
	15.6
	21.6

	3. Diarrhea (Not bloody)
	11
	10.2
	3.9
	3.7
	11

	4. Parasitic infestation
	7
	6.3
	3.7
	2.7
	5.5

	5. UTI
	
	
	
	
	5.4

	6. HIV / AIDS
	
	
	
	
	4.5

	7. Anemia
	5.2
	4.8
	3.0
	2.0
	3.6

	8. Trauma
	
	
	
	
	3.1

	9. Hypertension
	
	
	
	
	2..1

	10. Pneumonia
	
	
	
	
	1.2

	Subtotal
	83.7
	81.2
	63
	62.7
	96.4

	Others
	16.3
	18.8
	37
	37.3
	3.6

	G/Total
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


The above table shows that Malaria, Acute Respiratory Tract infection, Diarrhea and Intestinal parasites are still the top main causes of morbidity in the Catchment area. The OPD attendance varied from month to month, being high during relatively dry months and dropped at the onset of the rains. During the FY some of the referrals from the other health units went straight to the respective wards. This was common in children and maternity wards. These were mainly due to the serious conditions of the cases. 

Other specialized outpatient Clinics were for HIV / AIDS and TB. Their Clients continued to be followed during the normal OPD schedules except HIV/AIDS. The HIV/AIDS clinic operated only on Thursdays. The Counseling and testing services for HCT and PMTCT were integrated and independently run from the outpatient department. Therefore the outputs are reported under special curative and diagnostic services

